THE TRIBUNE

San Luis Osiseo County, CALIE.

Tuespay, Jury 24,

BIZ BUZZ: THE 2007 SAN LUIS 0BISPO COUNTY WINE INDUSTRY AWARDS

Three to be honored at fair
for Influence on local wine

2007

les in July 1998 from France.

Jacob credits Asseo for
furthering locally the con-
cept of high-density planting
— a classic French tech-
nique that focuses on closer
vine spacing but less fruit
per vine — which “maxi-
mizes the use of land with.
better-quality grapes,” she
said.

Grape quality, not quanti-
ty, is also the emphasis of
Sauret, a two-time winner of
the grower award. An Atas-
cadero native, Sauret said
that his years of experience
— he planted his first vine-
yard in 1952 — have proved
to him that lower-yielding
vines produce higher-quality
grapes.

_ “T've grown quality all of
R . P i myﬁfe*"saidSauret,wgc;
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growers. “I see that some
growers are trying to get
five and six tons of fruit per
acre. | don’t grow more than
two or three.”

Sauret, who is also the
president of the Indepen-
dent Grape Growers of the
Paso Robles Area, is the
only grower in the county to
have vineyard-designated
wines that have made Wine
Spectator's coveted “Top
100" list, he said.

Hope, the owner of Hope
Family Vineyard and one of
the founders of the original
Paso Robles Vintners and
Growers Association, has
seen much change since
moving to the Central Coast
from Bakersfield in 1978 and
planting his first vineyard.

“When we first started
farming here over 25 years
ago, there was a lot of trial
and error,” Hope said.

-
e == =

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO BY LAURA DICKINSON

Richard Sauret wiil be recognized as this year's Wine Grape Grower of the Year tonight and again Aug. 3 at the Paso
Robles Event Center. This Is the second time Sauret, an Atascadero native, has won the award.
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